To whom it may concern,

In today's rapidly changing world, the urgency to equip students with the skills and
knowledge to combat climate change and natural disasters is more critical than ever. As our
planet faces unprecedented environmental challenges, it is imperative that our education
system prepares students not just to understand these issues but to take proactive steps in
addressing them.

We, the partners involved in the project “Protection against floods” (ERASMUS+ Project
Number: 2022-1-SK01-KA220-VET-000086741, https://proffproject.eu/), focused on climate
change and protection from natural disasters, strongly advocate for the recognition and
integration of the series of workshops developed through our initiative into the standard
curriculum of Vocational Education and Training (VET) schools (EQF level 4-7). Our aim is
to ensure that crucial knowledge and skills related to climate change and disaster mitigation
are embedded within the educational framework, thereby empowering students with the
necessary tools to address these pressing issues.

By introducing these recommendations to educational authorities responsible for approving
and validating curricula in VET schools, we seek to extend the impact of our project beyond
its duration. Through the incorporation of our workshops into the regular curriculum, we aim
to facilitate widespread access to the valuable insights and resources generated by our
collaborative efforts.

The target audience for this recommendation comprises educational authorities, who play a
pivotal role in shaping the educational landscape. It is our fervent belief that by embracing
this initiative, educational authorities can contribute significantly to the cultivation of a more
environmentally conscious and resilient young generation.

We urge educational authorities to consider our recommendation seriously and take proactive
steps to integrate our workshop series into the curricula of VET schools. Together, we can
empower future generations to confront the challenges posed by climate change and natural
disasters effectively.

Recommendations from the European Commission (EC) regarding the integration of climate
change and disaster mitigation education into school curricula align with broader EU policies
and initiatives aimed at promoting sustainability and resilience. The common themes include:

1. Policy Alignment: The EC recommends aligning national education policies with EU
strategies and frameworks related to climate action, disaster risk reduction, and
sustainable development. This alignment ensures coherence and consistency across
educational initiatives and supports the implementation of EU priorities at the national
level.

2. Curriculum Integration: Educational authorities are encouraged to integrate climate
change and disaster mitigation education across different subjects and grade levels
within the school curriculum. This interdisciplinary approach helps students develop a
comprehensive understanding of environmental issues and their interconnectedness
with other areas of study.

3. Teacher Training and Capacity Building: The EC emphasizes the importance of
providing teachers with training and professional development opportunities to
enhance their knowledge and skills in delivering climate change and disaster resilience



education effectively. Capacity-building initiatives equip educators with the necessary
resources and pedagogical tools to engage students in meaningful learning
experiences.

4. Promotion of Experiential Learning: The EC advocates for the promotion of
experiential learning methodologies, such as project-based learning, outdoor
education, and interactive simulations, to facilitate hands-on experiences and active
engagement with environmental topics. Experiential learning approaches foster critical
thinking, problem-solving skills, and empathy towards environmental issues.

5. Inclusion and Diversity: Educational authorities are urged to ensure the inclusion of
diverse perspectives, voices, and experiences in climate change and disaster mitigation
education. Promoting diversity and inclusivity in educational materials, classroom
activities, and outreach efforts enhances students' understanding of the multifaceted
nature of environmental challenges and encourages empathy and solidarity towards
vulnerable communities.

6. Partnership and Collaboration: The EC encourages collaboration between
educational institutions, governmental agencies, non-governmental organizations,
businesses, and other stakeholders to leverage collective expertise and resources in
advancing climate change education. Partnerships facilitate knowledge exchange,
resource sharing, and joint initiatives aimed at promoting sustainability and resilience
across educational systems.

7. Evaluation and Monitoring: Educational authorities are advised to establish
mechanisms for monitoring and evaluating the effectiveness of climate change and
disaster mitigation education initiatives. Regular assessments help identify strengths,
areas for improvement, and emerging trends, informing evidence-based decision-
making and continuous quality enhancement efforts.

8. Community Engagement and Action: The EC emphasizes the importance of
engaging students, families, communities, and civil society organizations in climate
change education and action. Encouraging active citizenship, environmental
stewardship, and collective responsibility empowers individuals and communities to
contribute to sustainable development goals and resilience-building efforts.

By implementing these recommendations, educational authorities can play a proactive role in
advancing education on climate change and disaster mitigation, hence fostering a generation
of environmentally literate and resilient citizens prepared to address the challenges of the 21st
century.

In the face of an ever-changing climate and its profound impact on our environment, it has
become imperative to equip the next generation with the knowledge and skills necessary to
address the challenges of the 21st century. As educators, we play a pivotal role in shaping the
minds of our students and fostering a deep understanding of climate change and its
consequences. To this end, we are proud to present a comprehensive and innovative resource
that will aid teachers at vocational education and training institutions in guiding their students
toward a sustainable future.

The handbook, "Climate Change and Protection from Natural Disasters," empowers education
for a sustainable future by bringing together the expertise of a dynamic consortium dedicated
to addressing one of the most pressing issues of our time—climate change. The guide for
VET teachers, “Applying STEAM Methodology and Using AR for Learning Against Climate
Change,” is an integral part of the handbook, providing essential insights into the application
of STEAM methodology during these workshops.



As part of our collective efforts, we have meticulously designed a series of twelve workshops
centred around the theme of climate change and its specific manifestation in flash floods.
These workshops are crafted with the aim of nurturing an engaged and environmentally
conscious generation, armed with the tools to mitigate and adapt to the challenges posed by
global climate shifts.

Each workshop is thoughtfully structured to integrate the STEAM (Science, Technology,
Engineering, Arts, and Mathematics) methodology, ensuring an interdisciplinary approach
that fosters holistic learning. The inclusion of interactive experiments specifically tailored for
Vocational Education and Training (VET) students will empower them to grasp the complex
concepts related to climate change and flood phenomena through hands-on experiences. As
the educational landscape evolves, it is vital that we adapt our pedagogical methods to instil a
sense of responsibility and stewardship for the planet in the minds of our students.

Highlights of the Book:

1. Comprehensive Curriculum: The book offers a comprehensive curriculum
encompassing various aspects of climate change, with a specific focus on flash floods,
making it a valuable asset for educators seeking to incorporate relevant and current
content into their teaching practices.

2. Teacher-Centric Approach: The book acknowledges the pivotal role of teachers and
provides them with the necessary support to deliver engaging lessons through the
accompanying PowerPoint presentations. This ensures that the workshops are both
informative and captivating.

3. Experiments for Practical Understanding: The incorporation of experiments in each
workshop allows VET students to grasp scientific concepts in a tangible manner,
fostering a deeper understanding of the complexities of climate change and its
impacts.

4. Interdisciplinary Learning: By combining the principles of STEAM education, the
workshops encourage a holistic approach to climate change, emphasizing the
interconnectedness of scientific, technological, engineering, artistic, and mathematical
factors.

This book is the result of collaborative efforts from PROFF project partners who are deeply
invested in shaping the next generation of environmentally-conscious leaders. Our consortium
firmly believes that by equipping teachers with the right resources, we can pave the way for
transformative change, inspiring future generations to be proactive and responsible global
citizens.

The "Climate change and protection from natural disasters™ is an invaluable tool for teachers
at vocational education and training institutions, which enables them to impart vital
knowledge about climate change and flash floods while instilling a sense of purpose and
agency in their students.

The "Climate change and protection from natural disasters" is available at ...................






